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PMI CHICAGOLAND MONTHLY 
MEETING

January 8, 2020 
5:30 pm until 8:30 pm

Westin Hotel – Chicago Northwest
400 Park Blvd.
Itasca, IL 60143
(630) 773-4000

Attendees will learn:

•  A strong understanding of the 
“rights” you must give up and 
why

•  A strong understanding of 
common Project Manager blind 
spots and how to overcome 
them

•  Specific ways to turn com-
plaints (yours and others) into 
requests

•  Tips and tools to immediately 
apply to get out of the endless 
loop of doing the same thing 
over and over and expecting 
different results

•  Specific actions to take to 
become a better version of 
yourself

Julie Kowalski is a seasoned thought leader, consultant, executive 
coach, superb facilitator and phenomenal motivational speaker.  
She’s also an energetic, and spirited professional trainer.  Through 
her own working history, Julie has gained valuable insight and 
acumen into the science of what it takes to start and run successful 
businesses as well as the art of earning and retaining customer and 
employee loyalty.   Julie maintains working relationships with a wide 

variety of business owners and executives from small family-owned businesses to 
Fortune 100 companies.  

Julie has spent her career helping employees create self-sufficient and 
streamlined processes which lead customers to be delighted and staff to be 
rewarded with success. Julie’s enthusiasm and energy naturally encourage her 
participants to actively engage in learning.   

Besides being named one of the “World’s Most Creative Thinkers” by bestselling 
author Seth Godin in his book Purple Cow, Julie possesses over 25 years of first-
hand business experience.  Her accomplishments include starting and successfully 
managing multimillion-dollar companies.

View the Topic Introduction Video

https://youtu.be/pwrtkTuPSVI
http://www.pmichicagoland.org
https://pmichicagoland.org/
https://www.pmi.org/
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Things to Know About the PMI Chicagoland Certification Team

The PMI Chicagoland Certification team reporting 
relationship is to PMI Chicagoland Professional 
Development. The Certification team is responsible 
for championing the promotion of awareness, 
understanding, and accreditation for the eight 
certification types supported by PMI. This team has a myriad of 
resources for all persons interested in learning about obtaining 
or maintaining their PMI certification(s). There are unique 
requirements and processes to follow for persons obtaining a 
certification versus persons maintaining their certification(s). The 
eight PMI Certification types are: 

• Certified Associate in Project Management (CAPM®) 
• PMI Scheduling Professional (PMI-SP®) 
• Project Management Professional (PMP®) 
• Program Management Professional (PgMP®) 
• PMI Risk Management Professional (PMI-RMP®)  
• Portfolio Management Professional (PfMP®) 
• PMI Agile Certified Practitioner (PMI-ACP®) 
• PMI Professional in Business Analysis (PMI-PBA®) 

Some resource activities used to champion above 
mentioned information include but are not limited to: 

•  Partnering with educational vendors to provide 
quality online and instructor led training at a 
discounted cost for courses registered with our 
preferred educational partners.

•   Facilitating eight-week study group sessions throughout the 
Chicagoland area inclusive of suburbs. Our current focused 
study group session is for PMP and CAPM. Study group 
sessions for other certification types are being considered 
for the future. Our next scheduled session will be in the 
Spring of 2020. The date is still to be determined.

•  Sharing info and/or responding to questions about PMI 
certification types at chapter events and email.

•  Encouraging persons to attend and participate in chapter 
events.

Please review www.pmichicagoland.org under the Certification tab  
for additional information and future announcements on certifications.

For other information about certification, contact:  
Cynthia Davis, Director of Certification, PMI-Chicagoland, dircertification@pmichicagoland.org 

This year’s theme for the 15th Annual Leadership Forum is 
Building a Culture of Innovation. Companies and project teams 
cannot rely on the status quo in an era of transformation and 
innovation. We must be proactive and keep learning new and 
better ways to keep from falling behind. Save the date for 
an opportunity to gain insight and tips to build a culture of 
innovation within your organization and/or project team!

SAVE THE DATE: LEADERSHIP FORUM 2020!

FRIDAY, MAY 1, 2020 
7:30 AM – 12:00 PM

LOCATION:
Chevy Chase Country Club

1000 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Wheeling, Illinois 

http://www.pmichicagoland.org
mailto:dircertification@pmichicagoland.org 
http://www.pmichicagoland.org
https://pmichicagoland.org/MindEdge
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Did You 
Know?
Advertising with PMI Chicagoland gives 
you targeted exposure opportunities 
that reach business leaders and project 
management professionals from 
across the region.

Contact us to learn more. 
DirAdvertising@pmichicagoland.org

4,900+ Active 
Members

7th Largest 
Chapter in the 

World

Know Your Value... Then Add More!
This Holiday Season, millions of us will go in search of what we value for ourselves... 

things we want to add to our lives that we believe will make it better. We’ll also spend 
considerable time searching high and low for special gifts, to present to others, which 
we know they highly value. 

In the workplace, or marketplace, the quest for finding and adding value is no differ-
ent... but somewhat more urgent and critical to the success of an organization.

The strategic objectives of any organization simply cannot be achieved without 
effective project management, and that won’t happen in an organization without the 
proper talent and skills.  

You are that talent! Whether you are currently PMP certified, or seeking to become 
certified, or whether you currently hold (or seek to hold) any of the other certifications 
in the family of PMI credentials, you already have great value to organizations who 
need your talent.

But don’t stop with becoming certified... continue to add value to yourself by 
acquiring the additional skills, beyond certification, that are necessary to make you 
irresistible to those organizations who need your talent to achieve their strategic 
objectives.

Earlier in 2019, the PMI Chicagoland Chapter partnered with MindEdge Learning to 
offer you self-paced, online training courses. Some of these courses are Exam Prep to 
help you get certified, while others will help you add the many other in-demand skills 
needed to enhance your value. All of these online courses earn PDUs.

As a special offer to help get you started, MindEdge is offering a 25% discount 
off any MindEdge online course purchased through the PMI Chicagoland website in 
December 2019, and all of January, 2020. Click the certifications tab near the top of 
the PMI Chicagoland Chapter website to view the available courses. When purchas-
ing a course, enter discount code PMICHGO25 in the discount field which will appear 
during the purchase process.

On behalf of MindEdge Learning, I want you to know that we VALUE who you are 
today, and we look forward to helping you acquire the skills necessary to become all 
you are capable of becoming in the days and years ahead.    

Look for more value-added messages from MindEdge in each newsletter in 2020.

Happy Holidays,

John E. Sikora
MindEdge Learning
jsikora@mindedge.com

Chapter Notices

SPRING 2020 MENTORING 
PROGRAM

MENTEE AND MENTOR 
APPLICATIONS ARE BEING 

ACCEPTED. THE APPLICATION 
WINDOW IS OPEN THROUGH  

DECEMBER 31, 2019

 Learn More

TOASTMASTERS CLUB: 
NEW MEMBERS OPEN HOUSE 

JANUARY 15, 2020

COME AND FIND OUT MORE 
ABOUT THE PMI CHICAGOLAND 
TOASTMASTERS CLUB. DURING 

THE MEETING, YOU WILL 
EXPERIENCE THE STRUCTURE 

OF A TOASTMASTERS MEETING. 
CLUB PARTICIPANTS EARN 
PDUS TOWARDS THEIR PMP! 

COCKTAILS AND APPETIZERS 
WILL BE SERVED. THIS EVENT 
IS FREE TO PMI CHICAGOLAND 
MEMBERS AND THEIR GUESTS. 

SPACE IS LIMITED AND 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED.

 Register Here

https://pmichicagoland.org/index.php
https://pmichicagoland.org/MindEdge
https://pmichicagoland.org/MentoringProgram
https://pmichicagoland.org/meetinginfo.php?id=616&ts=1575789686
http://www.pmichicagoland.org
mailto:DirAdvertising@pmichicagoland.org
mailto:jsikora@mindedge.com
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Chapter Leadership
The Leadership Team consists of two groups. There is an elected Executive Board made up of the President, Past President and 
Vice Presidents. The primary function of this board is to set the strategic plan for the chapter and to oversee the execution of 
that plan by the Directors and their volunteers. The Directors are appointed by the Executive Board and are responsible for the 
execution of the strategic plan through the tactical day to day operation of the chapter. The Directors coordinate the efforts 
of chapter member volunteers to accomplish the activities of the chapter. If you are interested in serving your PMI Chicagoland 
Chapter, contact our Director of Volunteers for more information. 

Past President 
Jonathan Lee, PMP 

President 
Srinivas Saineni, PMP 

VP Finance 
Gayatri Kalluri, PMP

Director, Finance Support
OPEN

Director, Accounting
OPEN

VP Operations 
Parthiv Zaveri, PMP

Director, Logistics 
Joe Kunzer, PMP

Director, Registration
Jim Fisher

VP Technology 
Venkata Sanaka, PMP 

Director, Website  
Rob Roque, PMP

Director, Infrastructure 
Mallikharjuna Valluri, PMP 

VP Business Outreach 
Ura Puranda, PMP 

Business Outreach Chief of Staff 
Susmita Sharma

Director, Corporate Outreach  
OPEN

Director, Executive Council  
Ryan Siegel, PMP

Director, Career Development 
Anjali More, PMP

VP Community Outreach 
Rajesh Nair, PMP 

Director, Academic Outreach 
Robert Mack, PMP 

Director, Professional Association 
Outreach 
Tracy McNeil, PMI-ACP

Director, Social Outreach
Reagan Bayer, PMP

VP, Professional Development
Catherine Kolecki, M.Ed., PMP

Professional Development  
Chief of Staff 
OPEN

Director, Programs 
Dr. Veronica Abney

Director, Certifications 
Cynthia Davis, PMP

Director, Professional Development
Chetan Thakkar, PMP

Director of PM Symposium
Tracey Zupke, MBA

VP, Marketing & Communication
Ravikumar Avasarala, PMP

Director, Social Media 
Ninos Youkhana, PMP, PMI-RMP

Director, Advertising 
Mandar Kulkarni, PMP

Director, Communications 
Vidhi Khandelwal, PMP

Director, Marketing/Public Relations 
Linda Billhymer, PMP

 

VP Membership 
Parita Doshi Kanevskiy, PMP

Director, Member Analysis  
Jean-Yves Kainic, PMP 

Director, Member Relations 
Anand Girap, PMP

Director, Volunteers
Magda Markowska 

Director, Mentoring 
Skip Depner, PMP, CSM

Director, Knowledge Sharing  
Jaz Madhani, PMP

The PMI Chicagoland Leadership Team is made up of dedicated volunteers who constantly strive to add value to the membership 
and to forward the best interests of the chapter. Please feel free to contact any member of the Board or Directors with any 
questions, concerns, or suggestions you may have.

mailto:dirvolunteers%40pmichicagoland.org?subject=
http://www.pmichicagoland.org



